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has become an independent kingdom; little support can be
looked for from Egypt; and province after province, both in
Europe and Asia, have been surrendered to the arms or subtle
diplomacy of Russia. The Czar, regarding the Turk as in the
agony of political death, hastened to accomplish the long-
cherished project of his family, and it seemed as if, at last, he
might drive the unbelievers out of Europe. But the hour for
the restoration to Christendom of the capital of the Greek
empire had not, as he fondly imagined, arrived. The autocrat
head of the Greek church, and the self-appointed protector of
his co-religionists in the Ottoman dominions, came forward
like a crusader. The Sultan, instead of yielding, as expected,
advanced to the conflict, with troops trained, according to
European tactics; and France and England, the representa-
tives of Papal and Protestant states, alarmed at the prospect of
Russian aggrandizement, sent forth their armies for his pro-
tection. Politicians were looking forward to a protracted and
doubtful contest; but the Russian emperor who had provoked
the war is removed by death; and, while England was about
to act with redoubled energy, hostilities have, contrary to our
expectations, ceased. Russian statesmen must surely have
been convinced by this determined exertions of the Allies
that the surrender of Constantinople is indefinitely postponed;
and the terms of the peace are so moderate, that we may
reasonably calculate on its continuance. Short as the war has
proved, it has been long enough to shew the Turks that
there are Christians who abhor the worship of images, and
scarcely yield to themselves in the simplicity of their ritual:
and if they had any intercourse with our soldiers, they must
have seen that many, both officers and privates, adorned
and recommended their religion by their conduct. While the
politician is satisfied with the result, the Christian philan-
thropist rejoices in the imperial decree, which places all the
subjects of the Sultan on an equality, and tolerates the conver-
sion of his Mohammedan subjects; a decree which, probably,
never would have been issued, had he not felt the depth of his
obligations to his Christian allies. The observer of the signs
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